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THE DESCENDANTS OF JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GBEGOUT B. KEEN. 
(Oontlnued from page 95.) 

Sandelands — Ceekek — Yeates — Tkent — French — Gordon. 

12. Cathaktnb Sandelands,' daughter of James and Ann 
(Keen) Sandelands, was born at Upland, January 26, 1670-1. 
She married, first, Alexander Creker, who died, however, 
probably without issue, not long afterwards, letters of ad- 
ministration on his estate being granted March 16, 1690-1 
(with her consent) to Mr. Sandelands, "his principal creditor." 
Hereupon Mrs. Creker married, secondly, Jasper Yeates, of 
Philadelphia County, a native of Yorkshire, England, a 
gentleman of considerable intelligence and force of character, 
who emigrated to the "West Indies, and afterwards settled as 
a merchant on the Delaware.* In 1697 Mr. Yeates purchased 
the mills and property at the mouth of Naaman's Creek, in 
New Castle County, and the following year bought lands in 
Chester, erected extensive granaries on the creek, and estab- 
lished a large bakery, f He also built for the residence of 
himself and family "the venerable Mansion," still standing,:]: 
subsequently Mrs. Deborah Logan's, described in her MS. 
" remarks," referred to in the account of Mr. Sandelands. " I 

* Said to have been his second wife, his first being a West Indian, who 
died without issue. For information with regard to Mr. Yeates and his 
descendants the writer is tinder every obligation to Mr. Charles R. Hilde- 
burn, a gentleman to whom, also, he is indebted for constant and invaluable 
assistance at all points of this family history. 

t Its site (between Edgmont Avenue and Chester Creek, near Filbert 
or Second Street), is indicated in the " Draft of the First Settled Part of 
Chester," in Dr. Smith's " History of Delaware County." " It was torn 
down some years since." Martin's " Chester," p. 90. 

t Situated on the west side of Second Street, about a hundred feet north 
of Edgmont Avenue, looking towards the river. It has been converted into 
two separate dwelling-houses. 
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believe," she says, " the initials of the names of Jasper and 
Catharine Yeates and the date of the year are on one of the 
gables of the House. I do not think the Chambers have ever 
been repainted. It formerly had large Buttresses built up 
against the Gables for strength, and small ones to guard the 
brick walls on each side of the Mansion House." On erecting 
the Town of Chester into a Borough, October 31, 1701,William 
Penn constituted Jasper Yeates one of the four Burgesses, and 
Mr. Yeates was chosen Chief Burgess in 1703, being the ear- 
liest occupant of that office whose name has been preserved 
to us.* At a meeting of the Provincial Council, March 19, 
1705-6, he was ordered, with others, to survey "the Queen's 
Road" to Darby, connecting Chester more directly with Phila- 
delphia. Mr. Yeates possessed some knowledge of the law, 
and in 1694 was appointed Justice of the Court for Chester 
County, and in later years (as from 1704 to 1710, and from 1717 
till his death in 1720) held the position of Associate- Justice of 
the Supreme Courts of the Province of Pennsylvania and the 
Lower Counties on the Delaware. On the 25th of September, 
1396, Mr. Yeates was admitted to a seat in the Provincial 
Council of Pennsylvania, an office whose duties he fulfilled, 
with some intervals of intermission, for the rest of his life. 

* Martin's " Chester," p. 301. On pages 89 and 90 appears a petition 
of James Sandelands to William Penn and Council, sitting at New 
Castle, November 19, 1700, setting forth that he "is possessed of a 
certain spot of land lying in the Countie of Chester, verie fltt and naturally 
commodious for a Town, and to that end lately caused the said spot of land 
to be divided and laid out into Lotts, Street, and Market place" (a draft and 
model being submitted) , and praying for the erection of the ground into " a 
Town." " Upon reading the Petition, and upon hearing the Petitioner and 
some of the Inhabitants of the Countie of Chester, Jasper Yeates and 
Eobert French, who married two of the Petitioner's Sisters, were sent for, 
and the said Petition was again read to them, and being Askt if they had 
anything to object Against the same, they answered that they had not ; and 
Jasper Yeates added that he had advised with a person or persons skilled 
in the Law, whether the said Petitioner had the power to sell the Land in 
the petition mentioned, and they had told him hee had power and might sell 
the same. Whereupon the Proprietary and Governour and Oouncill . . . 
did erect the said spot of Land so modelled and Laid outt into a Town." It 
forms an ancient part of the present Chester. 
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In October, 1700, he was elected a Representative of New 
Castle County in the General Assembly of the Province, and 
after the separation of the Lower Counties on the Delaware 
was chosen a Representative and Speaker of their Assembly. 
On occasion of King William's proposing, in 1701, to levy a 
sum of £350 upon the Province " for the Erecting and main- 
taining a ffort at the ffrontiers of the Province of New York," 
together with his wife's brother-in-law, Robert French, and 
other Representatives of the Lower Counties, he presented an 
energetic address to the Proprietor, naturally differing some- 
what in tone from that drawn up by the Quaker majority of 
the Assembly: " We desire your honour to represent to his 
Majesty the weak & naked condition of the Lower Counties, 
as we are the ffrontiers of the Province, and Dayly threatned 
with an Approaching War, not being able to furnish ourselves 
with arms and ammunition for our defence, having Consumed 
our small stocks in making Tobacco, which hath proved very 
advantageous for the Kingdom of England, Yet that his 
Majesty hath not been pleased to take notice of us in the way 
of Protection, having neither standing Militia nor Persons 
Impowered to Command the People in Case of Invasion . . . 
These things, we hope, by your honour's influence, will Incite 
his Majesty to take into consideration our present circum- 
stances, & not require any Contribution from us forfforts abroad 
before we are able to build any for our own defence at home."* 
In October, 1701, while a new charter of privileges for the 
Colony was under consideration and preparing, the disagree- 
ment, which had occurred between the Province and Territories 
in 1691-3, once more exhibited itself, and Jasper Yeates be- 
came conspicuously concerned in the discussions of the points 

* See Minutes of the Provincial Council held at Philadelphia " the 6th 
of 6th Mo., 1701." The Address of the Assembly to the Proprietor stands 
thus : " We move that the further consideration of the King's Letter may 
be referred to another meeting of Assembly, or untill more emergent occa- 
sions shall require our proceedings therein. In the meantime we earnestly 
Desire the Proprietor would Candidly represent our Conditions to the King, 
and assure him of our readiness (according to our abilities) to acquiesce with 
and answer his Commands so far as our Religious perswasions shall per- 
mitt, as becomes Loyal and faithful subjects so to do." 
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at issue. Failing to carry his measures in the Assembly, in 
company with the other Representatives of the Lower Coun- 
ties, he withdrew from the House, and on tlie 14th of October 
appeared before William Penn in Council, remonstrating 
against the proceedings of the former body, " which" (as 
Proud says), " they declared were, in their consequences, liighly 
injurious and destructive to the privileges of the Lower 
Counties, and which, consistent with their duty to their con- 
stituents, they apprehended, they could not sit there, to see 
carried on ; and, therefore, they infoi-med the Governor, they 
thought it best for them to depart to their respective habita- 
tions." " To which the Governour gave his Several answers, 
concluding that he took it very unkind, to himself in par- 
ticular, they would now give Occasion of a Rupture, such a 
Return as they would find, perhaps, he deserved better from 
their hands: upon which they affirmed (by Jasper Yeates) that 
it was not through any personal disregard to the Governour, 
for whom they had always a sincere respect, but they must 
be just to their principals whom they Represented, and, there- 
fore, could not proceed unless they could act safely in Regard 
to the Privileges of their Counties."* At another meeting 
of the Proprietary and Members of Council, on the same day, 
the Assembly being sent for, both the Members for the Pro- 
vince and those for the Territories appeared, when the Pro- 
prietor explained to them still further his desire to maintain 
the unity of government (to which the gentlemen from the 
Lower Counties continued to object), and seems at last to have 
prevailed upon them to a present accommodation, with the 
provision in the new charter, then granted, for a conditional 
separation, if they chose it, within the space of three years. 
After Penn's departure for England the Representatives of 
the Territories absolutely refused to join with those of the 
Province in legislation, till it was finally agreed between 
them, in 1703, that they should compose distinct Assemblies 
entirely independent of each other, and in this capacity they 

* Minutes of the Provincial Council. 
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acted from that time.* In 1698, in company with five other 
gentlemen of note in the Colony, Mr. Yeates was empowered, 
by a Dedimus under the Great Seal of England, to administer 
the oaths to all such persons as should take upon them the 
Government of Pennsylvania, a duty which he discharged in 
the cases of Lieutenant-Governors Andrew Hamilton, John 
Evans, and Charles Gookin; and in 1717 he received a simi- 
lar writ from William Penn, addressed, likewise, to William 
Trent, Robert Assheton, and John French,f authorizing them 
to administer the oaths of office to Lieutenant-Governor 
William Keith, an act which he appropriately performed. 
Mr. Yeates is frequently mentioned in James Logan's letters 
to the Proprietor, published by the Historical Society, not 
always complimentarily, however, in consequence of his 
peculiar devotion to the interests of the Lower Counties on 
the Delaware. In a letter to Penn, dated " Philadelphia, 2d 
December, 1701," the Secretary says : "All things have gone 
very smooth and easy since thy departure, without the least 
obstruction or emotion. Coming up from the Capes I called 
on Rodney, and such others as were viewed violent, and lead- 
ing men, and left them very easy and good-natured in appear- 
ance ; and when I came to town I made bold to give a small 
treat at Andrews's to the Governor ,:|: Richard Halliwell, Jasper 

* See Minutes of the Provincial Council, and Robert Proud's " History 
of Pennsylvania," in locis. James Logan, in a letter to William Penn, 
dated " Philadelphia, 3d 1st mo., 1702-3" (" Penn and Logan Correspond- 
ence," vol. i. p. 176), says : " The chief thing that disturbs the people in all 
the three (lower) counties is onr refusing to grant lands at the old rent, 
which chiefly induces them to wish themselves under the crown." 

t Messrs. Trent and French are both mentioned elsewhere in this gene- 
alogy. Robert Assheton was a relative of William Penn, who for some time 
occupied a seat in the Provincial Council, and held many o£Bces of dignity 
and trust in the Colonial Government. 

X The Hon. Andrew Hamilton, Esq., one of the Proprietors of East New 
Jersey, and some time Governor of both East and West New Jersey, whom 
Penn had constituted his Deputy-Governor on sailing to England. Of the 
other gentlemen named, Richard Halliwell is spoken of in the third letter 
here cited. He was at times Sheriff and Justice of the Peace for New 
Castle County, which he represented as early as 1690 in the Assembly of the 
Province, and was one of the signers of the protest addressed in 1691 to the 
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Yeates, J. Moore, and some such others, about a dozen, in- 
cluding T. Farmer, and the other owners of the small yacht 
or vessel the family went down to New Castle in, on thy be- 
half and in thy name, which, being very well timed and 
managed, was, I have reason to believe, of good service. 'Tis 
not that I could think it my place to take such things upon 
me, but at that time I could not have been dissuaded from 
it." In another to the same, dated "Philadelphia, 14th 4th 
mo., 1703," Logan writes as follows : " Gov. Nicholson, of 
Virginia, passed this way lately, to and from New York, and 
at his departure did all the mischief it was possible for him 
at New Castle, though treated very civilly by Friends here. 
I accompanied him to Burlington upwards, and designed 
[going] to New Castle with him downwards ; but at Chester, 
at supper with Jasper Yeates, we had some high words, occa- 
sioned at first by the clergy, on which J. Growdon,* who 
was with us, and I returned from thence in the morning: the 
subject was the territories. He has encouraged them, as't is 
reported, to build a church at New Castle, on the green, and 
promises to procure a confirmation of it from Queen Anne." 

Provincial Council, which determined the Proprietor to separate the Gover- 
norship of the Lower Counties on the Delaware under Colonel William Mark- 
ham from Ihat of the Upper Counties under Thomas Lloyd. In 1695 he was 
admitted to a seat in the Provincial Council, an honour which he frequently 
afterwards enjoyed. " J. Moore" is, of course, John Moore, Attorney-Gene- 
ral of Pennsylvania, Deputy-Judge of the Vice-Admiralty in 1700 and 
1704, and successor to John Bewley as Collector of the Port of Philadelphia, 
an ofBce which he held for the remaining thirty years of his life. He was 
conspicuous for his interest in ecclesiastical affairs, and was one of the ori- 
ginal members of Christ Church in Philadelphia. Mr. Logan attributes to 
him the writing of the "Address to the Lords of Trade," signed by Mr. 
Yeates and others, referred to in the third letter quoted. " T. Parmer" — 
Thomas Farmer, Sheriff of Philadelphia. The " treat" was given in accord- 
ance with the instructions of William Penn to Logan Indited on the " Ship 
Dolmahoy, 3d 9br., 1701 :" " Give a small treat in my name to the gentle- 
men at Philadelphia, for a beginning to a better understanding." 

* Joseph Growdon, for so many years Member of the General Assembly 
of Pennsylvania from Bucks County, and constantly Speaker of that body, 
also Member of the Provincial Council, and Chief-Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the Province. 
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The most important reference to Mr. Yeates occurs in a letter 
from Logan to Penn, dated " Philadelphia, 5th 1st mo., 1708- 
9," presenting a graphic account of an endeavour on his part 
to establish a seat of government at New Castle quite inde- 
pendent of that stationed at Philadelphia. "In November 
last," says Logan, " I took the liberty to inform thee that 
some of the leading members of the New Castle Assembly, 
chosen the first of October last, had formed a design to call 
thy powers of government in these three Lower Counties into 
question, and had proceeded in it until prevented by the other 
members dissenting from them, who at the time put an end 
to the matter by breaking up the House. ... I now beg 
leave to acquaint thee that they have drawn an address directed 
to the Lords of Trade, &c., complaining of divers grievances 
that they lie under by reason of thee and the Quakers. Par- 
ticularly they complain that under thy administration they 
have no sufficient power to enact laws for the publick good, 
that they are left naked and defenceless in this time of war, 
and that they have had no Provincial Courts among them for 
these seven years past, &c. ; and this is signed by nine mem- 
bers, of which James Coutts,* Jasper Yeates, Richard Halli- 
well, and Robert French are the leaders. . . . The country 
people of this Province," pursues Logan, " having of late 
generally fallen upon the practice of bolting their own wheat, 
and selling or shipping the flour, Jasper Yeates, a man of a 
working brain for his own interest, found his trade at Ches- 
ter to fall under a very discouraging decay. Upon this he 
has frequently discoursed of removing to New Castle, where 
he is possessed of a large tract of land close to the town, by 
means of that irregular grant made to Colonel Markham, of 
whom he purchased it. But as that town has never been 
considerable for trade, and, therefore, his land, notwithstand- 
ing the conveniency of its situation, not very valuable, the 
first thing to be laboured was how to render it so, of which 
they could never conceive any great hopes unless some bar 

* At that time Speaker of the Assembly of the Lower Counties, a gen- 
tleman, according to Logan, usually antagonistic to Yeates. 
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were thrown in between that and Philadelphia, that there 
might be no communication between this and the Lower 
Counties, whose inhabitants have always chosen rather to 
bring their trade quite to Philadelphia than to stop or have 
anything to do at New Castle. ... To make this town 
flourish, therefore, was the business, to which nothing seemed 
more conducive than an entire separation of these counties 
from the Province. Formerly they had been strictly united ; 
but since thy departure, Jasper Yeates, principally, with 
French and Halliwell, by their obstinacy, caused a separation 
in the business of legislation. . . But this separation 
seemed not yet sufficient. It in no -yvay helped to ingross 
the trade of the place to these men who had laboured it. 
Nothing would do but either to get New Castle made the seat 
of a small government by itself ; which, how inconsiderable 
soever, might, notwithstanding, answer the proposed end ; or 
else to have it annexed to some other neighbouring Govern- 
ment besides Pennsylvania, the distance of whose capital from 
our river might leave New Castle almost as absolute in the 
administration, which must be committed to the principal 
men of that place, as if it were altogether independent. How 
this might be compassed was next to be considered. . . . 
Jasper first fell upon the measures to be taken. At the elec- 
tion for New Castle he was chosen with the three others, and 
two more for New Castle, and Robert French the same day, 
also, for Kent, where they elected, likewise, by Robert 
French's interest, several others fit for their purpose, their 
design not being then known ; but in Sussex they gained not 
one member, there being none present at the election to stickle 
for them, as Robert French did in Kent, where his estate 
chiefly lies." There was a report, says Logan, of the prospec- 
tive removal of Colonel Evans from the Governorship, " and 
since he had, also, purchased a small farm or tract of land 
near New Castle, it was expected he would be well pleased, 
rather than lose all, to fall in with their project, and by their 
assistance endeavour to obtain the poor Government of these 
Counties from the Crown to himself." The scheme fell 
through, however, in consequence of Governor Evans's failure 
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to encourage them, as well as the withdrawal of their oppo- 
nents from the Assembly, thus leaving that body without a 
quorum, as before stated ; and the address referred to at the 
beginning of Logan's letter appears to have borne no fruit. 
With regard to one of the " grievances" alleged, that "where 
they complain of wanting Provincial Courts for seven years," 
Mr. Logan says : " It is true there have been failures of that 
kind, yet some of these men very well know that it has been 
owing to themselves, and not to the Government. Commis- 
sions for that Court have always been duly issued ; and gene- 
rally Jasper Yeates and Richard Halliwell, especially of late 
years, have been two of the number that have filled them ; 
nor did they refuse the office. But several times, 'tis true, 
when it has been thought these Courts could scarce possible 
have failed of being held, yet by some unexpected accident, 
occasioned entirely by the judges themselves, they have often 
very strangely been put ofi", the design in which, tho' never 
once suspected before, now largely appears." And the Secre- 
tary proceeds to speak of " the reiterated endeavours used by 
Richard Halliwell and Robert French to prevent the holding 
of any Courts at all at New Castl These men have for this 
reason been put out of commission, and have again been re- 
commended by the rest as fitly qualified by their experience 
to serve the country. . . . He needs not information of 
Richard Halliwell's unworthy endeavours to prevent the hold- 
ing of a Court in November last, at New Castle ; or of Robert 
French's soliciting to be in the Commission for the Orphans' 
Court ; and yet as often as it was appointed, still found a pre- 
tence to be absent to prevent its sitting ; notwithstanding all 
which, among the very last names sent up for the Commission 
for Kent County, he has got himself recommended for a Jus- 
tice there, where he has reason, since Captain Rodney's death, 
to hope he may be able to do the most considerable mischief, 
for in New Castle he can do no more." One of the grounds 
of opposition of the inhabitants of the Lower Counties to 
the Proprietary Government, referred to by Secretary Logan, 
was dislike of William Penn's religion, most of the residents 
in the Territories being either adherents of the Establishment, 
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or dissenters of other creeds. This was notoriously the case 
with Jasper Yeates. He was one of the original members, 
and, probably, one of the earliest Vestrymen of Christ Church 
in Philadelphia, his name being appended to a letter, dated 
January 18, 1796-7, borne by Col. Robert Quarry* to Gov. 
Francis Nicholson, in acknowledgment of his " Excellency's 
extraordinary bounty and liberality in assisting to build the 
Church," and desiring that the condition of the parish be 
commended to the attention of the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury.f In 1699 he resisted the application of David Lloyd 
to the Lieutenant-Governor and Council for the privilege of 
laying out and building a town upon " a parcel of land at 
Chester, called the Green," on the ground that it was "Church 
land, and appropriated by a donation to that use forever," it 
having been granted, at a very early period, for the use of the 
Swedes' minister. And when the objection to the title was 
removed by a release from William Penn, he purchased the 
spot from Mr. Lloyd, the endorsement of the deed describing 
it as lying before his door.:]: Mr. Yeates was one of the first 
Vestrymen of St. Paul's Congregation at Chester, his zeal in 
founding which Church has already been spoken of in the 
account of his father-in-law. In Humphreys's "Historical 
Account of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts'," " Mr. Jasper Yeates and Mr. James Sandelands," his 
brother-in-law, " two worthy Gentlemen of Chester," are said 
to " deserve particular mention ; they were the principal 
promoters of the building of this Church." In the Rev. 

* One of the gentlemen authorized by the crown, with Mr. Teates, to 
administer the oaths of office to the Governors of Pennsylvania. He was 
Governor of South Carolina in 1684 and 1690, and afterwards Judge of the 
Admiralty in New York and Pennsylvania. He was a Member of the 
Council of five Governments at one time : New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Virginia. 

t The letter is given among Perry's " Papers relating to the History of 
the Church in Pennsylvania," pp. 5-7, a volume which contains several 
communications from Mr. Yeates with regard to the Church at Chester. 

t See Minutes of the Provincial Council, May 15, 1699 ; and " Eecord of 
Upland Court," Note B, pp. 200 et seq. ; as well as Dr. Smith's " History 
of Delaware County," and Martin's " Chester," in locis. 
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George Keith's " Journal of Travels from 'New Hampshire to 
Caratuck on the Continent of l^orth America"* occurs this 
entry : "August 3, 1703, 1 preached in the Church at Chester 
. . . and liad a considerable Auditory : We were kindly 
entertained at the house of Mr. Jasper Yeates there." The 
Church at New Castle, of which mention is made in one of 
Logan's letters to Penn just quoted, was erected in 1703, and 
called Immanuel, and Mr. Yeates's name appears in the ear- 
liest lists of Vestrymen of that parish extant. Towards the 
close of his life Mr. Yeates removed to a plantation near the 
town of New Castle, and here he resided until the period of 
his death. He left a valuable estate, both real and personal, 
and made his will, disposing of it, February 6, 1718-19, an 
instrument which was admitted to probate, at New Castle, 
May 2, 1720.t Mrs. Yeates survived her husband, by whom 
she had six children: 

41. James, still living January 26, 1712, the date of a letter addressed to 
him by his father, recorded at New Castle. 
2. George, b. April 5, 1695 ; m. Mary Donaldson. 

43. Ann, b. December 27, 1697 ; m. George McOall. 

44. Mary, b. December 4, 1701 ; m. Samuel Carpenter. 

45. John, b. May 1, 1705 ; m. Elizabeth Sidebotham. 

46. Jasper, b. June 22, 1708 ; d. s. p. before February, 1768. 

14. Mart Sandelanbs,' daughter of James and Ann (Keen) 
Sandelands, was born at Upland, and married in 1693-4 Mau- 
rice Trent, "of the Province of Pennsylvania, mariner,":!: who 

* London, 1706, p. 73. Mr. Keith is the preacher who created a division 
in the Society of Friends, and, being disowned as a member, returned to 
England, and took orders in the Established Church. 

t A fac-simile of Mr. Yeates's signature is given in Dr. Smith's " History 
of Delaware County." 

X la " The Model of the Government of the Province of East New Jersey 
in America," by George Scot, published at Edinburgh in 1685, occurs a letter 
addressed to Maurice Trent, by Patrick Falconer, dated " Elizabeth Toun 
in East Jersey, the 28th of October, 1684." And in a deed recorded at 
Philadelphia mention is made of a sale, July 2-3, 1680, by Edward Byllyiige 
and others, of " one full, equal, and undivided Ninetyeth Part of West New 
Jersey" to " Maurice Trent, late of Leith in Scotland, Merchant, and Hector 
Allen, late of Preston Panns in Scotland, Mariner," both deceased by No- 
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died by October 7, 1697, when letters of administration on 
his estate were granted to his widow. Soon after the latter 
married Robert French, a native of Scotland, and a merchant 
"of the Town and County of New Castle upon Delaware," 
possessed of numerous large tracts of land in this and the 
adjoining county of Kent. Mr. French was a gentleman of 
prominence in the Government of the Lower Counties on our 
river, and copies of letters addressed to him by William Penn 
are still preserved. One of these, dated "Philada. 12 Mo. 
1699-1700," incloses "a writ for y" County of ISTew Castle to 
return their Representatives for a Council & Assembly." An- 
other, written about the same time, is as follows: 

"Jn" Donaldson, "] 

Rob' ffrench, > Loving fr^': 

Cornel"' Empson, J 

Being informed that there are Several Pirates, or p'sons so 
suspected lately landed below, on this and t'other side of the 
River, & that some hover about New Castle, full of Gold, 
These are to desire you to use your utmost Endeavour and 
Diligence in discovering and app'hending all such p'sons as 
you may know or hear of that may be so suspected, according 
to my Proclamation, issued at my Arrival, & of such as you 
shall discover or app'hend give immediate Notice unto me, 
who am, Yo' Loving ffr*, 

WM. PENN."* 

Tember 4, 1721. It does not seem improbable that these Maurice Trents 
may be the same, and identical with, or of the family of, the one who mar- 
ried Mary Sandelands, as well as related to William Trent, from whom the 
city of Trenton, New Jersey, derives its name, who was Judge of the Su- 
preme Court and Member of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania, 
Speaker of the Assemblies of both Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and at 
his death, in 1724, Chief-Justice of New Jersey. The latler gentleman 
called one of his sons Maurice. 

* Both of these letters are given in " Pennsylvania Archives," vol. i. pp. 
126 and 128. It was Mr. Donaldson's daughter who married George, son of 
Jasper and Catharine (Sandelands) Yeates. Cornelius Empson was a Judge 
of the Supreme Court of the Province, and one of the Justices of the Peace for 
New Castle County, which he sometimes represented in the General Assembly. 

Vol. hi. — 15 
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Mr. French was chosen a Member of the Provincial Council 
from New Castle County in January, 1699-1700, a position 
which he also filled in 1707 ; and August 20, 1701, he was 
commissioned Associate-Justice of the Provincial Court of 
Pennsylvania. He was elected a Representative of New 
Castle County in the General Assembly of the Province in 
October, 1700, and actively participated in the movements of 
the Lower Counties during the two succeeding years, related • 
in the account of Jasper Yeates, which resulted in the divi- 
sion of the Assemblies under the Proprietary Government. 
After this event Mr. French frequently sat in the Assembly 
of the Territories. He was one of the leaders in the endeav- 
our to achieve independency of the Provincial Government, 
which culminated in 1709 in the appeal to the authorities in 
Great Britain, already mentioned. Like the rest of his con- 
nections he appears to have been a member of the Church of 
England, and was, doubtless, one of the founders of Imman- 
uel Church, at New Castle on the Delaware. The following 
entry, pertaining to him, is recorded in the Rev. Mr. Keith's 
"Journal," cited above: "July 29, 1703. "We came from 
thence* to New Castle, by Delaware River, and were kindly 
entertained at the House of Mr. Robert French, some Days." 
Mr. French's will is dated at New Castle, January 23, 1712, 
and is quite voluminous, affording a noteworthy glimpse of 
this excellent gentleman's character. After disposing of his 
several plantations in full accord with colonial conceptions of 
the claims of primogeniture, he proceeds to speak of his only 
" son now at Schoole in the Town of Chester" in terms which 
indicate the highest estimate of the benefits of superior edu- 
cation very unusual in the infant colony. "I desire," he says, 
" he may be kept at that or Some other Schoole untill he at- 
taine what Gramaticall this Government Can aford him,& if he 
be of a Genious, & have Good Inclinations to Learning, I de- 
sire he may be sent to the University of Glasgow, in North 

* " The Manner, by Bohemia River, where we lodged, and were kindly 
entertained by the Master of the House, who was a German," probably 
Caspar Hermans, son of Augustyn Hermans, and father of Ephraim Augus- 
tine Herman, who married Isabella Trent. 
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Brittaine, & there placed under a Severe and pious Tutor 
Untill liQ acquire at Least four Years accademicall Learning, 
& as he is fitt for a divine or Phisitian I desire he may betake 
himselfe accordingly, & if the Incomes of vrhat is Left him 
& personall Estate will not support the Charge I doe order 
that the Plantation in iforest of Jonses Containing five hun- 
dred acres of land be sold to doe it, & if that be not Enough 
then the one halfe of Eight hundred acres near to Caleb offlys, 
& if that be not Enough then five hundred acres of the Land 
Called the partnership or Mill Neck in Kent County, but noe 
more to be Sold than v^hat needs Must." In case of the fail- 
ure of lineal and collateral heirs he wills that his property 
" descend to the use of the poor" in the counties of Kent and 
New Castle, and " particularly for the erecting of a school & 
maintaining a schoolmaster for teaching poor children in Each 
of the said Counties." He appoints his wife and only son 
executors, and his " well respected friend and Contrey Man, 
Andrew Hamilton, of Chester river in Mary Land, Gent.,"* 
and his brother, Thomas French, of County Kent, trustees. 
He died in Philadelphia, September 8, 1713, and was interred 
in St. Paul's Church at Chester.f James Logan thus speaks 
of him in a letter to William Penn, written that day : 
" Rob't ffrench is this day carried from hence to be buried. 
He has been long ill, and died here last night. His Death 
will be a Loss to us, for tho' once he was very troublesome,:]: 

* The eminent lawyer of that name, afterwards Member of the Provincial 
Council and Attorney-General of Pennsylvania, Prothonotary and Recorder 
of the City of Philadelphia, Judge of the Vice- Admiralty, and Speaker of the 
Assembly, for a good account of whom see " The Historical Magazine," 
Second Series, vol. iv. pp. 49-59. 

t The inscription on his tombstone (the oldest but one in St. Paul's 
Churchyard) is as follows: " Eobert French obt. Sept. the 8th, 1713." 
" It is cut," says Mr. Martin (" Chester," p. 129), " upon an ordinary slab of 
syenite, six feet long, and three and a half feet wide, and is made the step- 
ping-stone from the front gateway of the present church-edifice." 

% Eobert Proud, indeed, accuses him, in " The History of Pennsylvania," 
vol. i. pp. 468-9, of having been, with Governor John Evans, a chief promoter 
of the noted false alarm of an attack on Hore Kill and New Castle by the 
French, which caused consternation among the peaceful inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia during the May fair of 1706. According, however, to a letter of 
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yet, like Wm. Rodney, before his Decease his heart seem'd 
turn'd, & he appear 'd a cordial Well wisher to thee & thy 
Interest."* After the death of her second husband Mrs. 
French married (Immanuel Church Register, New Castle, 
Delaware), February 17, 1714-15, Robert Gordon, who was 
commissioned by Governor Patrick Gordon Chief-Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the Lower Counties upon Delaware, 
July 25, 1726, and April 20, 1727, Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the Lower Counties, and Justice of the Peace for 
the County of Few Castle, and October 26, of the following 
year, succeeded Colonel John French, kinsman of Robert 
French, as "Register of the Probate of "Wills" for the same 
County.f Mr. Gordon was one of thirty gentlemen, who re- 
presented the Territories in signing the "Proclamation of 
King George the Second, at New Castle upon Delaware," 
September 4, 1727.$ Mrs. Gordon was still living April 18, 
1728, when Mr. Gordon is described as " of the Town of New 
Castle upon Delaware, Gentleman," and she is, possibly, the 
lady referred to in a letter from Robert Gordon to Governor 
John Penn ("I have sent up by my Wife some old Drafts and 
warants"), dated New Castle, 5th March, l739-40.§ 

Samuel Preston to Jonathan Dickinson, dated three days after the fright 
(contained in " The Penn and Logan Correspondence," vol. ii. p. 121), the 
main accomplice in contriving this worse than foolish test of the quality of 
Quaker principles was Colonel John French, for many years Member of the 
Provincial Council of Pennsylvania, whom Robert French calls " kinsman" 
in his will, and whom Mr. Preston describes, rather splenetically, perhaps, 
as " clothed with more titles than I know how to name, but amounting to 
the Governour's vicegerent or representative" at New Castle. See, also, a 
letter of James Logan to William Penn, ibid. p. 309. 

* " Pennsylvania Archives," Second Series, vol. vii. p. 39. 

t The last-mentioned office was conferred upon him notwithstanding a claim 
set up for it by Peter Evans under colour of a patent from William Penn, 
and out of regard, apparently, to a letter signed by ten of the Justices of 
the Peace for New Castle County, desiring the appointment of a " fit person 
of Capacity living and residing among" them. See " Minutes of the Pro- 
vincial Council of Pennsylvania," as well as " Pennsylvania Archives," vol. 
i. pp. 234-5. 

X " Pennsylvania Archives," vol. i. p. 204. 

§ Printed in " Pennsylvania Archives," Second Series, vol. vii. pp. 218-19. 
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By her first husband, Maurice Trent, Mary Sandelands had 
two children : 

47. Isabella, m. Ephraim Augustine Herman. 

48. Eleanor, m. John Hore. 

By her second husband, Robert French, she had five chil- 
dren: 

49. David, the son referred to in his father's will cited above. He seems 

to have pursued his studies with good success, and at an early age 
exhibited that rarest talent among the colonists on our river, a true 
genius for poetry. A few of his verses, fortunately, have been pre- 
served to us through the appreciative care of a brother-poet of a 
later period, Mr. John Parke, " an officer of Washington's army, 
and a gentleman of classical acquirements and cultivated taste," — 
" translations," says the latter, " from the Greek and Latin, which 
were consigned to oblivion, through the obliterating medium of 
rats and moths, under the sequestered canopy of an antiquated 
trunk ; written, between the years 1718 and 1730, by the learned 
and facetious David French, Esq., late of the Delaware Counties."* 
They are renderings of the 8th Elegy of the First Book of Ovid 
" de Tristihus," and the 3d of the Third Book, and of the 1st, 4th, 

* " The Lyric Works of Horace, Translated into English Verse : To which 
are added a Number of Original Poems. By a Native of America. Phila- 
delphia: Printed by Eleazar Oswald, at the Coffee House. MDCCLXXXVI." 
Preface. The late Joshua Francis Fisher, Esq., of our city, in " Some Ac- 
count of the Early Poets and Poetry of Pennsylvania" (" Memoirs of the 
Historical Society," vol. ii. pt. ii. p. 59), in speaking of Mr. French's verses, 
Bays : " Some of them were written as early as 1718, and are, therefore, 
amongst the earliest, as they are of the best, colonial poetry we are likely 
to discover. They are undoubtedly the composition of a man of learning 
and of taste. They discover a familiar acquaintance with the classical 
authors, and are so elegant and fluent in their style, that we cannot but be- 
lieve Mr. French to have been a practised writer of English poetry. Fame, 
however, has been for once unjust, and posterity has none of his original 
verses to admire." The Messrs. Duyckinck, in their " Cyclopedia of Ameri- 
can Literature," vol. i. p. 116, affirm that " the smoothness and elegance of 
the versification [of Mr. French's poems] testify to the accomplished scholar- 
ship of the writer." Mr. Fisher falls into the error of presuming David 
French to have been the son of Colonel John French, of New Castle, a 
relative elsewhere referred to, but takes the precaution to qualify his con- 
jecture with a particle denoting doubt. This word is omitted by the Messrs. 
Duyckinck, as well as by Mr. S. Austin Allibone in quoting from them in his 
"Dictionary of Authors," whose works, therefore, both perpetuate the 
blunder as a fact. 
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11th, 12th, and 26th Odes of Anacreon, and are both literal and 
graceful. Mr. French does not appear to have devoted himself to 
either of the professions proposed to him in his father's last testa- 
ment, but preferred the career of lawyer, and July 25, 1726, at a 
very youthful age, he was commissioned Attorney-General for the 
Lower Counties on the Delaware. He signed the Proclamation of 
King George II. at New Castle the following year, and October 
26, 1728, succeeded his cousin. Colonel John French, as " Clerk of 
the Peace and Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas" for 
the County of New Castle. At the Meeting of Council, at which 
the latter honour was conceded him, the highest encomium possible 
was bestowed upon the mode in which he had discharged the duties 
of his former post ; for, when the Governor was about to name 
some one to take his place as Attorney-General, " the Board ob- 
served that as the due Prosecution of Criminals tends very much 
to the Reputation of a Government, & that the present Attorney- 
General had acquitted himself in that Office to the general Satis- 
faction of the Counties, & was very well qualified for the office now 
to be conferred on him, it might not be improper to continue him 
Attorney-General for some time, & that, if another is appointed, 
Mr. French would undertake to assist him in the Public Prosecu- 
tions." The lucrative office of Prothonotary he retained for the 
rest of his life. Mr. French was also elected Member and Speaker 
of the Assembly of the Lower Counties. In 1740, in company with 
Clement Plumsted* and Samuel Chew,t Esquires, and Col. Levin 
Gale,t he received " a Commission, issued out of his Majesties high 

* A prominent merchant of Philadelphia, Alderman and Mayor of the 
City, Justice of the Peace for the County of Philadelphia, and for many 
years Member of the Provincial Council and General Assembly of Penn. 
sylvania, a relative of Clement Plumsted, of London, one of the Twenty-four 
Proprietors of East Jersey. His son William married a descendant of 
Joran Kyn. 

t Doctor Samuel Chew, son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Benson) Chew, 
of "Maidstone," near West River, Maryland, afterwards of Philadelphia, 
and finally of Dover, County Kent, appointed in 1741 Chief-Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the Lower Counties on Delaware. He was the father of 
Benjamin Chew, Recorder of Philadelphia, and Attorney-General and the 
last Chief-Justice of the Province of Pennsylvania. For a brief account of 
him see " The Pennsylvania Magazine," vol. i. p. 472. 

t Son of George Gale, who was born in Kent County, England, in 1670, 
and settled in Maryland in 1690, where he died in August, 1712. Colonel 
Gale was a Member of the Legislature of Maryland for Somerset County in 
1728 and 1734, and was one of the two Commissioners appointed by Governor 
Samuel Ogle, of Maryland, who ran the famous " temporary line" of 1739 
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and honourable Court of Chancery in England, for the Examination 
of Witnesses in the Province of Pennsylvania and the three lower 
Counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex," in the highly importr 
ant cause of Penn v. Lord Baltimore, which determined the bound- 
aries of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. His will is dated 
August 16, 1742, his brother-in-law, John Finney, and his friend, 
John Legate, Esq., of New Castle, being named executors. He 
died, unmarried, a few days afterwards, and was buried " by the 
side of his father" in St. Paul's Church, Chester, Pa., the 25th of 
the same month. The following obituary notice of him is to be 
found in " The Pennsylvania Gazette" for August 26, 1742 : " Phila- 
delphia. The beginning of this Week died at New Castle, David 
French, Esq. ; late Speaker of the Assembly of that Government, 
&c. A young Gentleman of uncommon Parts, Learning and 
Probity, join'd with the most consummate Good-Nature; and 
therefore universally beloved and regretted. The Corps was 
brought up to Chester, and yesterday interred in the Church there, 
the Funeral being attended by many Gentlemen, his Friends, from 
this City." 

50. Cathabinb, m. John Shannon. 

51. Anne, m. Nicholas Eidgely. 

52. Elizabeth, m. John Finney. 

53. Makt, m. James Gardner. 



between the Provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania. (See " Old Kent," 
by George A. Hanson, M. A., Baltimore, 1876, and " Pennsylvania Ar- 
chives," and " Minutes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania," in locis.) 



